
C A M I L L A T O M I N E Y

B R E N D A N S I M M S

Washington bad boys

Brits heading to Washington DC for 
Donald Trump’s inauguration next 
weekend will want tickets to the “Stars 
and Stripes & the Union Jack” party on 
the rooftop of the historic Hay Adams 
Hotel overlooking the White House, 
organised by “Brexit bad boy” Arron 
Banks, below, and US political strategist 
Gerry Gunster. Confirmed guests 

include US senators 
Rick Scott and Pete 
R i c k e t t s ,  a n d 
ex-Trump aide Steve 
Bannon. Busy tweeter 
Elon Musk, former 
British prime minister 
Liz Truss, UK ambassa-
dor Peter Mandelson 

and Trump himself have been invited. 
Banks tells me he is considering import-
ing pints of “Proper Job” beer for the 
occasion. But that won’t help the party’s 
guest of honour Nigel Farage, the 
Reform UK leader, who tells me he is off  
the booze “at the moment” for Dry Janu-
ary. Let’s see how long that lasts.

Strong Cartlidge

Bouff ant-haired Tory MP James Cartl-
idge told me that his family tease him 
about his “strong” hair (it was a descrip-
tion fi rst coined by Daily Telegraph par-
liamentary sketchwriter Tim Stanley 
two years ago). When I asked Cartlidge 
for the key to his luscious grey locks, 
Cartlidge replied: “Caffeine sham-
poo. Have you tried it?” 

1980s sign language

Carol Decker, right, lead 
singer with 1980s pop band 
T’Pau, had trouble asking 
for the bill at a restaurant 
where her  daughter 
works this week. “I sig-
nalled for the bill with 
the ‘writing in the air’ 
gesture,” the China In 
Yo ur Hand singer 
said. Her daughter 
had to step in to 

explain that “younger staff members 
ask her ‘what the f--- does that mean 
when they wiggle their hands like that 
in the air?’” 

Decker explains that the confusion 
arises because modern day diners tap 
their credit cards to pay, rather than 
sign. “I’d never thought of that,” she 
says. “It’s hilarious – they think we are 
mad.”

Derek’s secret

Actor Hugh Bonneville has been remem-
bering the funeral a decade ago of his 
mother Patricia, who used to work for 
MI6. “My sister said, ‘Apparently, there 
are four people from the Service here, 
two of them live in the valley: her over 
there, and Derek,’” he told the Rosebud 
podcast. Bonneville replied: “Derek? 
Derek’s the most boring man on the 
planet, what are you talking about?” 

He continued: “I had this memory of 
Mum at various village functions with 
Derek, sitting in the corner and me 
thinking, ‘Poor Mum’s stuck with 
Derek, the village bore’, and of course 
they were having an offi  ce gossip.”

Not so Moody

Moody Blues singer John Lodge, who is 
preparing for a solo tour later this year, 
tells Shindig! magazine that the 1960s 
band did not behave like other rock 
stars. “I couldn’t see the point in throw-
ing a television out of a hotel room – 

because what do you do when you 
get back from the gig? There’s no 

television to watch,” he said. 

Foxed

Veteran actor Edward Fox, 87, 
who still fits into the stylish 

costumes from his 1970s 
fi lm Day of the Jackal and 

TV mini-series Edward 
and Mrs Simpson, has an 
i m p i s h  s e n s e  o f 
humour, according to 
hi s  daughter,  the 
actress Emilia Fox, 
above right, with her 

father. “Not long ago, my Mum some-
how got hold of these mushrooms which 
had been given to her, foraged, and gave 
them to my Dad on toast,” she tells the 
Spooning with 
M a rk  Wo g a n
podcast. “She 
went out of the 
room and came 
back and found 
my Dad lying on 
the floor. She 
totally freaked 
out and was like 
‘Edward, what’s 
going on, what’s 
going on?’  She 
went to call an 
ambulance and 
he sat up and 
went ‘Gotcha!’ 
That is my Dad’s 
sense of humour. I really love that story. 
It so sums up Dad.”

PM photo ops

Is there a partial about-turn on No 10’s 
apparent ban on political journalists pos-
ing for in-fl ight photos with the Prime 
Minister on overseas trips, which had 
attracted mockery online? Asked about 
the ban in the Commons by MP Richard 
Holden, Georgia Gould, the Cabinet 
Offi  ce minister, says: “The Lobby is able 
to take photographs with the Prime Min-
ister when conditions allow.” 

Unhappy Hitchens

GB News presenter Michelle Dewberry 
introduced political commentator Peter 
Hitchens this week with a cheery 
“Happy New Year”. Hitchens replied: 
“Good evening – and a happy Christmas 
to you.” Dewberry asked: “Why don’t 
you say ‘Happy New Year’?” Hitchens 
explained: “Because I don’t recognise 
the new year. It is a totally alien concept. 
It did not even exist in this country until 
1972 when Ted Heath forced it on us.” 

Do Peterborough readers agree?
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The Left is no longer getting 
away with blaming climate 

change for wildfi re disasters

W
e used to say: “Only in 
America”. But with Elon 
Musk busily highlighting 

Britain’s numerous state failings, the 
Americans may soon start adopting 
the catchphrase: “Only in the UK.”

“Only in the UK would men of 
Pakistani origin be allowed to rape 
underage white girls and the 
authorities appear determined to 
cover it up.”

“Only in the UK would a 
government claiming to be ‘at the 
service’ of its people block a public 
inquiry into the aforementioned 
scandal”.

Indeed, what’s interesting about 
the US – and this has been highlighted 
by the reaction to the wildfi res that 
have ripped through Los Angeles – is 
the shift in the public debate, 
particularly as it relates to the failure 
of government agencies or political 
leaders.  

Nobody is buying the largely 
Democrat-propagated excuse that the 
disaster, which has so far killed 10 
people and left neighbourhoods 
including Pacifi c Palisades in ashes, 
can be excused as entirely the fault of 
climate change.

Instead, residents whose homes 

have been ravaged have rightly 
turned their ire on those in charge. 
And these well-paid people in 
positions of power don’t appear to be 
used to being held to account. 

Returning from a junket to Ghana 
while the fi res were still raging, Karen 
Bass, the mayor of Los Angeles, was 
asked by a Sky News reporter to 
apologise for her absence and for 
cutting her fi re department’s budget 
by nearly $17.6 million (£14.5 million). 
No comment. 

The governor of California, Gavin 
Newsom, who is ironically feted by 
the Hollywood types most aff ected by 
this tragedy, is under attack not just 
by Donald Trump but ordinary 
citizens, questioning why he 
reportedly slashed $150 million 
(£123 million) from the state’s wildfi re 
prevention budget (while preserving 
90 per cent of the state’s climate 
budget). 

Why did the fi re hydrants run 
empty in a state bordering the Pacifi c 
Ocean? It makes old Blighty look 
positively profi cient.

Cartlidge replied: “Caffeine sham-
poo. Have you tried it?” 

1980s sign language

right, lead 
singer with 1980s pop band 
T’Pau, had trouble asking 
for the bill at a restaurant 
where her  daughter 
works this week. “I sig-
nalled for the bill with 
the ‘writing in the air’ 

China In 

because what do you do when you 
get back from the gig? There’s no 

television to watch,” he said. 

Veteran actor Edward Fox, 87, 
who still fits into the stylish 

costumes from his 1970s 
fi lm 

TV mini-series 
and Mrs Simpson
i m p i s h  s e n s e  o f 
humour, according to 
hi s  daughter,  the 

“Victorian” to ask staff  at HM Land 
Registry, which is responsible for 
registering the ownership of property 
in England and Wales, to be at their 
desks for three days in fi ve. This is 
despite repeated complaints about 
delays at HM Land Registry holding up 

I
t surely won’t be long before the 
courts system is overwhelmed by 
grooming gang cases. Not criminal 

charges against the child rapists, sadly, 
but civil cases brought against local 
authorities by survivors of this 
appalling national scandal.

In the absence of a full inquiry, and 
with the police now chasing their tails 
on historic cases they failed to 
investigate properly in the fi rst place, 
the only remaining recourse for those 
let down by so-called “safeguarding” 
agencies will be for them to sue for 
negligence. 

This week I spoke to Gaia Cooper. 
She was criminally exploited and 
repeatedly raped by a Muslim 
grooming gang when she was 14. She 
couldn’t face going to court to relive her 
horrifi c ordeal. After being treated like 
a criminal even though she was a 
vulnerable child in care, she had no 
confi dence in the justice system. 

So she contacted the Local 
Government and Social Care 
Ombudsman instead, eventually 
reaching an out of court settlement 
with the social services department that 
treated her like “white trash”. 

Multiple agencies and individuals 
failed in their duty of care – and one of 
the reasons the Government may be 
resisting a national inquiry is because 
they know the impact on its beloved 
public sector will be devastating.

Yet still Sir Keir Starmer, his hapless 
Chancellor Rachel Reeves and out-of-
their-depth Cabinet ministers continue 
to prop up our failing state with ever 
increasing quantities of taxpayers’ cash.

It is all very well blaming “14 years of 
Tory rule” for the mess Britain now 
fi nds itself in. Make no mistake, despite 
austerity the Conservatives did not cut 
back the size of the state or state 
spending. This remained the same in 
2019–20 as it was under Gordon Brown 
in 2007–08, on the eve of the fi nancial 
crisis. That’s pre-pandemic – so forget 
all this Tory guff  about Covid being to 
blame for their profl igacy. 

But the Government’s economically 
illiterate response to the legacy it has 
inherited is proving more destructive to 
the national interest than anything 
we’ve seen before. Britain now fi nds 
itself paying a terrible price for Labour’s 
surrender to public sector greed. 

Kemi Badenoch is right: Britain is 
back under union control. Take the 
Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Bill 
that passed its fi rst Commons hurdle on 
Wednesday. It has been described as an 
act of “educational vandalism” for 
dragging pay, staffi  ng and curriculum 
back under Whitehall’s control, in a 
move that threatens to reduce 
accountability and stifl e innovation.

 The very reason that academies and 

free schools have been so successful is 
because of their autonomy. But Lefties 
hate them because they are much 
harder for unions to hold to ransom. 

The Bill has unsurprisingly been 
warmly welcomed by the National 
Education Union (NEU). But it’s done 
nothing to abate the ongoing strike 
threat, with a ballot due to be held on 
industrial action after the Government 
recommended a 2.8 per cent pay rise for 
2025-26. 

Labour’s curriculum review – which 
looks set to defund Latin, make English 
literature less “monocultural”, and 
remove “middle-class bias” from 
traditional history teaching – is already 
looking positively pinko. 

The review’s language is reminiscent 
of what Daniel Kebede, general 
secretary of the NEU, told the Socialist 
Workers Party’s Marxism conference in 
July 2022. He admitted that the true 
purpose of industrial action was about 
“much more [than] about the issue of 
pay” but about “taking back control of 
an education system from a brutally 
racist state that sends refugees to 
Rwanda”. 

He went on to say that teachers’ 
strikes were “about reorganising 
society, where we are free from racism 
and free from oppression”, adding that 
the school curriculum was “alienating” 
for students of all races while the 
education system is “fundamentally 
and institutionally racist”. 

The NEU has been campaigning to 
scrap SATs tests altogether, arguing 
they cause “stress” for teachers and 
pupils. They’ve already been canned 
under Labour in Wales, despite parents 
rightly arguing that the move has made 
schools less accountable. Yet another 
case of children potentially being failed, 
so long as the grown-ups are happy. But 
grown-ups not cushioned by yearly 
public sector pay rises are not so happy. 

The reaction of the bond markets to 
Labour’s fi rst catastrophic six months in 
power is a stark reminder of what 
happens when governments throw 
public cash around like confetti, 
without expecting anything in return. 
Remember former transport secretary 
Louise Haigh’s “no strings” 15 per cent 
pay rise for train drivers?

One of the reasons that Britain is 
paying so much more for its debt than it 
was is because investors seem to be 
concerned that Labour is borrowing 
not to boost the economy, or to improve 
public services, but to keep their union 
paymasters on side. 

Not only is the Government wasting 
eyewatering sums on a growing 
bureaucracy that continues to fail to 
deliver for the British people: it’s not 
even stopping the strikes. 

As well as teachers threatening 

industrial action, we learnt this week 
that “thousands” of civil servants are set 
to walk out “indefi nitely” from this 
month following an order to return to 
the offi  ce for three days a week. 

According to the Public and 
Commercial Services Union (PCS), it is 

property transactions. Such stories only 
serve to fuel a prevailing sense that the 
public sector can’t actually be bothered 
to fi x all the problems facing the 
country. It’s all about serving their own 
interests and being paid generously in 
the process. 

This isn’t just a feeling; the public 
sentiment is backed up by data. Public 
sector productivity is still 6.8 per cent 
lower than its pre-pandemic level. So 
Labour is spending vast amounts on a 
state that is becoming less productive 
and less accountable.

I’ve written extensively about public 
sector rewards for failure – but the 
so-called public “servants” who so 
badly let down the survivors of the 
Pakistani rape gangs are a prime 
example of this perverse pandering to 
incompetence and ineffi  ciency. 

Shaun Davies, the former leader of 
Telford council, who said in 2016 that 
an inquiry into rape gangs in his town 
“wasn’t necessary” is now the Labour 
MP for Telford. Shaun Wright, the 
Rotherham councillor responsible for 
children’s services from 2005 to 2010, 
was elected South Yorkshire’s police 
and crime commissioner in 2012 – 
again, under Labour colours. 

Meanwhile, Labour MPs who tried to 
blow the whistle, like Ann Cryer, Simon 
Danczuk and Sarah Champion were 
sanctioned for speaking out.

The truth of the socialist lie is that big 
governments deliver very small returns 
for everyone except those paid for their 
silence on state failure.

Britain is paying a terrible price for 
Labour’s surrender to public sector greed

From 
teachers to 
the civil 
service, this 
Government 
is giving in to 
the unions’ 
demands, but 
ignoring the 
plight of the 
grooming 
victims

A
ccording to Mike Godwin’s 
celebrated law, if an internet 
discussion goes on long enough, 

someone will inevitably compare 
someone else to Hitler. 

In Thursday’s podcast discussion 
between Elon Musk and Alice Weidel, 
the leader of the German Alternative 
für Deutschland (AfD) party, it took 
about half an hour before the two of 
them got on to Nazism. When Musk 
expressed concern that “Hitler and 
whatnot” was being used to blacken the 
AfD, Weidel responded that Hitler, far 
from being a conservative, was in fact 
both a “socialist” and a “communist”.  

There is something in this but not 
much. Though clearly not a socialist in 
the commonly accepted present-day 
sense, Hitler did describe himself and 
his movement as “socialist”. 

Moreover, the führer was a violent 
critic of international capitalism, which 
he regarded as the instrument by which 
the “Anglo-Saxons” and the Jews 
supposedly enslaved Germany.  As I 
argued in my biography, one of the 
main drivers of his anti-Semitism was 
his hostility to international capitalism. 
He blamed Germany’s defeat in the 
First World War, for example, on “the 
New York stock exchange”, which he 
defi ned as the “headquarters of world 
Jewry”.

Hitler lamented that Germany was a 
“colony of international capital”, and of 
“the international Jewish fi nance 
syndicate”. He condemned economic 
inequality and exploitation, the “jarring 
juxtaposition of poor and rich”, and the 
way in which “money” was the “false 
God of Mammon”. 

Hitler also violently objected to the 
handing over of German national 
assets, such as the railways, “to 
international capital”. Right at the end, 
in the bunker, he inveighed not against 
the Soviet Union but against the 
supposed real villains – “international 
money and fi nance conspirators” who 
treated the people of Europe like 
“blocks of shares”.

Ironically, similar sentiments are to 
be found among many in the AfD, 
which is by no means the avatar of 

libertarian economics which Weidel 
claims it to be. As Rainer Zitelmann, a 
noted historian of the Third Reich, has 
pointed out, the AfD has long since 
abandoned its former economic 
liberalism for a Right-wing form of 
anti-capitalism. Its rhetoric is often 
indistinguishable from that of the 
far-Left Die Linke, or the Left populist 
Bündnis Sahra Wagenknecht. 

Take the prominent AfD politician 
Björn Höcke. He does not condemn all 
capitalism but rather what he calls the 
“one-sided dominance of capital” so 
that “money rules the world”. 

Höcke blames this on globalisation. It 
is therefore no surprise to fi nd the AfD 
sympathetic to the two great 
challengers of the Western 
international capitalist order, Vladimir 
Putin of Russia and Xi Jinping of the 
People’s Republic of China.

The suggestion that Hitler was a 
“communist” is simply wrong. He 
regarded communism, like 
international capitalism, as a mortal 
Jewish threat to the Reich. Moreover, 
Hitler did not support state ownership 
of business, as such, but rather a form of 
“national capitalism” in which patriotic 
large corporations worked closely with 
the government to promote German 
greatness. To suggest otherwise is a 
distortion of history for political 
purposes.

It is true that the epithet “far-Right” 
is today fl ung about with unjustifi able 
abandon by elements of the media, and 
by some historians, but the AfD really is 
far-Right.  Some of its leaders have a 
long record of minimising Nazi crimes.  
For example, in 2018 the then-head of 
the parliamentary grouping in the 
Bundestag, Alexander Gauland, 
described the Nazi period as a mere 
“bird sh--” in history. 

The AfD is thus not a Conservative 
party in the Anglo-Saxon sense. 
Britain’s Tories have steered well clear 
of them. Elon Musk should do so too. 

Brendan Simms is a professor of history 
at the University of Cambridge and the 
author of ‘Hitler: Only the World is 
Enough’ (Penguin Press, 2019) 

Why Musk should have 
steered clear of the AfD

His online 
talk with the 
party’s boss 
inevitably 
turned to 
Hitler. 
Much of it 
was simply 
wrong

Well-paid 
people in 
positions of 
power don’t 
appear to be 
used to 
being held 
to account

Pay up: Daniel 
Kebede, general 
secretary of the 
National Education 
Union
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