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2075: When Beauty Became a Crime (https://beauty-crime.com/) is a dystopian novel set

in the near future, when a government hell-bent on imposing equality decrees that young

women who are too beautiful (=Privileged Beauties, PB) must undergo surgery to

diminish their beauty, and there are radicals who want to go further and sterilize all PBs

so that there will be fewer PBs in future generations.

This is the first fictional work by

Rainer Zitelmann

(https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2476c44689dcbd28af82f864a9b68e15adf31ad697db2964

43d8-6ba2-386d-9f8342986a8f&psq=Rainer+Zitelmann&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucmFpbm

, who has thirty-two nonfiction books and three documentary films. Though this book

differs much from his other works, because it is a different genre, yet his love of free

market capitalism, present in his other works, is everywhere in 2075. The villains want to

use big government to force others to obey them; the heroes are a wealthy businessman, a

professor, the beautiful woman whom they both love, and a journalist; and the hope for

the future is the new civilization on Mars, where people live in a libertarian paradise

similar to Gault’s Gulch. The two cities on Mars are Hayek City and Mises City. Though

Ayn Rand is nowhere mentioned in this new book, it seems inspired by Atlas Shrugged,
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and most people who like

Atlas Shrugged (https://www.amazon.com/s?

k=atlas+shrugged&adgrpid=1333708173887635&hvadid=83356999519096&hvbmt=be&hvdev

83357116345404%3Aloc-

190&hydadcr=9993_13533738&mcid=3a6aa0070cde369aade5a1c5d3e18b1c&msclkid=8692f1

20&ref=pd_sl_7t7adjnw7v_e)

would like this new book.

The premise of 2075 is that if inequality is unjust, then it must be unjust for some people

to be much more beautiful than others. Men and women are not essentially different in

this way, but the egalitarians choose to begin their crusade against PBs by attacking

women because beauty gains more for women than it does for men. In the world of 2075,

as in our world, ugly men often marry PBs because other qualities, such as wealth or

intelligence, compensate for their appearance. The inverse is rare. High taxes

confiscating above-average incomes would tend to equalize men, but not women. It is

ironic that equalizers attack women, since equalizers and feminists tend to be on the

same side. On this issue, however, they are not. It might seem strange, but it is plausible

that ugly women would hate beautiful women. Solzhenitsyn wrote of a Soviet prison

camp in which the women beat and disfigured one of the female prisoners because her

beauty gained her special treatment from the guards. Their vile spirit of envy was so

strong that it made the women hate one of their own rather than join with her in

solidarity against the Communists who had destroyed all of their lives.

Thomas Aquinas

(https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=efdd690c5e957634b8c11d64d09b6e983c7f7c3de8eefa31a

43d8-6ba2-386d-9f8342986a8f&psq=thomas+aquinas&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJpdGFu

wrote that beauty is that which pleases when seen. According to that definition, beautiful

people improve our lives by living amongst us. I would prefer to be ugly surrounded by

beautiful people, rather than beautiful surrounded by ugly people. I do not see myself, so

my own beauty gives me no pleasure. I see other people, so their beauty gives me

pleasure. Thomas Aquinas taught that evil destroys itself. According to him, those who

are truly good love themselves. One of the themes of Atlas Shrugged, which is present in

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=atlas+shrugged&adgrpid=1333708173887635&hvadid=83356999519096&hvbmt=be&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=74252&hvnetw=o&hvqmt=e&hvtargid=kwd-83357116345404%3Aloc-190&hydadcr=9993_13533738&mcid=3a6aa0070cde369aade5a1c5d3e18b1c&msclkid=8692f1a5e76011bb13a29baedc66741a&tag=mh0b-20&ref=pd_sl_7t7adjnw7v_e
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=efdd690c5e957634b8c11d64d09b6e983c7f7c3de8eefa31a2ed72a8b03e00a9JmltdHM9MTc3OTA2MjQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=26a48af9-43d8-6ba2-386d-9f8342986a8f&psq=thomas+aquinas&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnJpdGFubmljYS5jb20vYmlvZ3JhcGh5L1NhaW50LVRob21hcy1BcXVpbmFz


2075, is that bad people are so full of hate that they want to destroy the good, even if it

means their own destruction. The most fervent believers in equality would make the

world in which they live less pleasant. Their hatred is greater than their love of

themselves.

This is a good book that I enjoyed reading, but it is not entirely original. Kurt Vonnegut

wrote a short story,

Harrison Bergeron

(https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=37742147f4730993af4cd10f5db28d6367cff49365c5df578

6ba2-386d-

9f8342986a8f&psq=harrison+bergeron&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9hbWVyaWNhbmxpdGVyYXR1c

, about a society that tries to equalize people in every way. High I.Q. individuals must

wear something in their ear that makes noise to distract them so that thinking is difficult;

strong men must wear clothing with weights so that their strength is used just moving

around and they have no energy left to do what weaker people cannot do; etc. Vonnegut

wrote that story in 1961. A few months earlier, in November 1960, The Twilight Zone

showed an episode titled “

Eye of the Beholder (https://www.bing.com/aclk?ld=e8FWOjqZG0n13EGCrxJK688TVUCUyH

ePZ_Ms1kqWCNzaQnKtYbUkoc0Gf4H2Ni42BQV7Va1Y71T9enPhk09zgJJZsRe3AQRn_yaN

.” The episode is about a beautiful woman who undergoes surgery to make her ugly like

the people around her. This story differs from 2075 because she and everyone else believe

that she is ugly and wants to change her appearance. We, the audience, can see that she

is better-looking than those around her, but nobody in the show knows that.

In

2075 (https://www.amazon.com/2075-When-Beauty-Became-Crime/dp/185252796X/ref=sr

AuRm4Twrj_c6QkOA.Zhnylj7NevifpkMGuJExbHKVUB3bu2g5Lohu32cN0qY&dib_tag=se&k

1)

, some members of the Justice Party who support mutilating PBs repeat the slogan

“beauty is ugly.” In the beginning, they could not possibly believe that, because it is

obviously false, but given enough time they might convince themselves that it is true. For

some people, politics is a religion. Such people have faith in their beliefs, even when
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evidence indicates that they are wrong. Only a small minority of the members of any

religion are saints; likewise only a small minority of any political party believes in it so

strongly that they close their eyes to contrary evidence. Small minorities can rule only as

long as the majority allows them to. When the majority cares enough to stop them,

radical minorities lose, so there is hope in the end, even without recourse to heroic

libertarians on Mars.
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